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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at lhe Bonnington Hotel, London, oi1

Saturday 6th July 1991 commencing aL 2.00 pm

Present: J A Leaeh
Chairman),

Vice Chairmen

(President), J Prean (Chairnan), A E Ransome (DepuLy
M Hi1]ier (Treasrrrer)

M A11sop (Administralion), S J Sneyd (Development/Coaching), J Beckley (PubIie
Relations), C R YaLes
Hon Life Members
Messrs R,1 Crayden, K T 0 Ponf,ing, Mrs D M Slanna:"d, A E Upton, K Watts, A .'l H
'dickens, J M Wright, G H Yates
Vice Presidents
effiChaLw1n,BGFretwe11,WGGo1dfinch,DJMoss,LJSmith
Accredited Repregentatives - County. Associations
Avon (Mrs J L Watts), Bedfordshi:"e (Mr,C G Harrrrnond), Buckinghamshire (Mr A C

Catchpole), Cambridgeshire (l,ir P Day), Cheshire (l'tr t Vardon), Cleveland (Mrs J
Ransome), Cornwall (Mr P Hancoek), Derbyshire (Mr T Gadsby), Devonshire (Mr K T
0 Ponting), Dorset (l,lr D J Beverley), Essex (Mrs G Squler), Gloucestershire (Pir
L J Smlth), Hampshir'e (t"lr H Albery), ilertfordshire (Mr H G SNevens), Isle of
Wight (Mrs E Prean) o Kent (Mr B J Rowley), Lancashire (Mr A E Upton),
Leicestershire (Mr M H Holt), Lincolnshire (Itr K Eliot), Middlesex (Mr M

Close) r' Norlhamptonshire (Mr K J Marchant). Shropshire (Mr G M G Twiss),
Somerset (Mr A Carey), Staffordshire (Mr I Knights), Suffolk (Mr H F J Ner"man),
Sure5, (Mr J C T Cartwright), Sussex (Mr C T Hyland), Warwickshire (1"1r S Parr),
Wiltshire (Mr D M Parsons)r'lrlorcestershire (Mr D J Moss), Yorkshire (Mr E Hiti)
Aecredited Representatives - Non-County Loeal League
None
Accredited Representatives - Loeal Leagueg
Bristol'(Mrs J L ldatts), Derby (Mr M Allsop), Eastbourne (Mr J Woodford), North
Herts (ltr j jermyn), Slough (Mr G Trimming), Vlembley/Harow (Mr G Waish),
Weston super Mare (Mrs A P Arehdale)
0ther Members
frr B Larnerton and Mr C R Oakman (National Councillors), Mrs V Clack and Mrs K

Tonge (Hegional Chalrmen,t, Mn B R J Webb (Appeals Board), I{iss D L Mcors
(Natj-ona1 Teams Comrnittee), Mn J ilood and Mr M Loveclen (Table Tennis News), Mrs
M Darnell, Mrs V Roffe and Messrs L Darnel1, P Dukes, P Roden and M 'l^Jatts
(Essex), Mr J Randal] (Mlddlesex), Mr G Taylor (Warwickshire), Mr B D Turner
(Bournemouth), Mrs C A Beames (Brighton), Mrs C 0akman (Burnham), Mr K Wilson
(Darrington), I,1r M Hanley (Derby), Messrs K Muhr, A Tebby, L Wooding (Milton
Keynes), Mrs D, Jermyn (North Herts), Mr P, Avenell (Slough), Mr R Clack
(Swindon), I'1r J Fairweather (Thames Valley), Mr K Lyons (Vetts) , Messrs n
Habgood, D Lomas and C J Warren.
In Attendanee
MGFE-ffiTChief Executive), Mr R H Sinelair" (General Secretary),
Mr R J Stevens (Finance 0fficer), Mr J Tee;(Events Manager),

Mr J Leaeh ('President) weleonned all present a::d took the chair.

1. BEPORT OF STANDING ORDERS COMI.'IITTEE (DOCU}4ENT 2630/ l/AW)
0n a motion by Mr K Watts, second.ed by tlr J L lrrtratts, . the report was
adopted.
STANDING ORDERS (DOCUMENT 2631/ 1/ AW)

Standing Orders as cit"cufated were accepted.
TELLERS
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Miss E Shaw and Mr C A Burden be
appointed Tellers for the meeting. They were reminded that Tellers coufd
not take part in debate. 
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4. APOLOGIBS FOR ABSENCE

A11 apologies fon absence were noted.
5. MINUTES OF' THE ANNUAL GENEHAL MEETING HELD

f ,h r^ \l)u I / l,/ IluJ /
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5.1. The meeting noted lhat Mr K T O Fonting (f,ife l4ember) shoul.d be added to
the attendance list.

5.2, Mr K Muhr (Milton Keynes) regrett,ed that certain comments by him had not
been recorded but accepted that, j-b l.rould be impractical- to record everv
spoken word and ihe need for brevity.

5"3. Mr H Albery (Hant,s) proposed ancl l"lrs J L Waits (Avon) seconded acceptanee
of the mi-nutes. Document 25071 1/RJS, as amended, was agreed and signed
as a true reeord.

6. MATTERS ANISING
None.

7. REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENS COMMITTEE
Mr J Prean (Chairman) said that he would go through the report sect,ion by
section. The following points arose during discussion.

7.1. Foreword Paragraph 31ast linettpreviousrrshould read rtpreviouslyrt. Mr
D Lomas felt, that some comments were regrettable and hoped fhat there was
no intent to lose free expression"

T "2. Administration Mr J hlright (Life Member) regretted that in reporting the
<ieparture of three senior staff members Lhere was no i"eferenee Lo regrets
or thanks. The Chairman replied that they r.iere bhanked at the time" In
reply to a question from Mr D Lomas regardlng the recently formed Trade
Committee, I.{r K Watts (Chairman, Rufes Conrmittee) confirrned that it was
not a sub committee of I'tanagemen+, Commif,tee, but would report to National
Counc il .

7 "3. Qompetitions [4r M ldatts (Essex) referred to the Bssex 5 Sfar tournamenL
Lhat season and the enbarrassment to the sponsor that a top woman player
had been allowed to enleq an unauthorised tournarnent abroad inst,ead of
partieipating. He asked if action had been taken against the player and
steps taken to prevenL reoccurrence. Mr A E Ransome (Chairman Elect)
said the Director of Coaching had reprimanded the player and reporteC
thaf hers was a private entry. Mr D J tloss (Viee President) regretted
that there was no mention of umpiring at the Commor:wealth Championships.
Mr K Muhr (Milton Keynes) asked for ful-l statistics to be given as in +"he

past 
"

7 "t|. DjvelopmenL/Coaehing Mr S J Sneyd (Vice Chair"man) referred to paragraph
6.1 . and asked for the deletion of frquality ralher than quantityrr in t,he
last, line. Agreed" Mr K Muhr (Milton l(eynes) felt strongly that there
was a need for baseline data on coaches and coaching at grass root leveis
in Leagues so that a complete plcture could be formed and monitored lo
ascertain aetivities and direction

7 .5. Marketing Mr D Lomas asked for a progress report on the search for
sponsorship by CSS Promotions. Mr A E Ransome replied that they were
r+orking hard on our behali, but at this time there were no positive
indications" BBC Television would not accept new tcbacco sponsorships.

7.6. Selection Mr K Muhr (Milton Keynes) felt that the parents/mentors
seminar had been a good initiative and hoped it trould be repeated.

7 "7. Obituary Mr D Lomas regretbed lhe lack of any obituary"
7.8. eOoption of Report Mr H Albery (Hampshire) and Mrs J L Watts (Avon)

moved and seconded the acceptance of the Management Committee Report
agreed.
The Chairman thanked Mr M Allsop for hls editorship of the Report, and
handed the ehair back to the President.

,8. 3EPSRT 0F ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN; DEPUTY CHAIRMAN AND TREASURER FOR SEASON

1gg1/92 (DocuMENr 2593/ 23/ AW)

8.1. The report was noted.
/Cont.
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9" REPONT OF APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMEN FON SEASON 1991/92 (DOCUMENT

2611/ 23/ Att)
9.1. The report was noled.
10. NE?ORT OF ELECTION OF NATIONAL COUNCILLORS FOR SEASON 1991/92 (DOCUMENT

2627 / 23/ AW)

10.1. The reporb was noted.
11. REpOnT 0F THE TREASUBER, REponT 0F THE AUDITonS AND STATEMENT 0F ACCCUNTS

FOX THE F'INANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST HANCH 1991

1i.i. The T:.easurer was again delighted to report a good financial yearn with
an exeellent sunplus of 190,OOO. He paid tribute to excelleint '

secretarial and administrative work by the offiee, the administrators of
Br:itrish League and County Championships and to the Management Leam i-ed
by Mr J Prean. He was pessimistic about the future, stressed the neeil
for sponscrship and invited questlons. He explained about Begio:'iai
aecounts, the Development Fund, Bank Interest, Centres of Excellence
Funding and Sports Council granbs. The Development Fund balance as ar..

30th June was about ?1r000 and all leagues had been told to nak=
applieation by 15th Novemben 199'lr,rrthen any remaining bafance wouid i,:'-:

transferred to eumulative fund. Mf K Muhr (Milton Keynes) said that. hi-s
definition of a healthy sport did not neeessarily mean a lrreelthy sport
and he felt money .r.r"i be spent' to expand, be it at the expense cf a

comfortable balance. Mr B RJwIey (Kent) felt that Lhe incorning Chairmart
was elected on his policies and hd hoped that the meeting would not ;i'1;
to persuade him to diverge from his elected polieies. The Treasut'er
sai-d that we must run r tigtt ship nevertheless. The Sports Counci:
Grani had no provision for inftaiion ano woui<i cirop oy 20'000 each;fear
unt,iI the end of the period. l4r A Calchpole (Bucks) proposed and Flr M

l,latts (Essex) seconded that the Report of the Treasurer, the Hepor"t 'of
t,he Auditors and S'-atement, of Aeeounts be aecepted. Carried on a si:o',':

of hands.
At this point the AGM was adjourned for a Special General Meeting to be he-t d 

"

12. PHOPOSED ALTERATIONS TO RULES (PBOPOSITIONS No!s i TO 5, ? AIJD 8)
(pRoposED oN BEHALF OF NATTONAL COUNCIL BY MR K WATTS, RULES CoMFiirrEE;
No. 6 PROPOSED ON BEHALF OF SLOUGH AND DISTRICT TTL BY MN G TRIMMING AND

No 6a PROPOSED ON.BEHALF OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE TTA BY MN A CATCHPOLE

12.1. PROPOSITION No. 1

12 "1 .1 . Amend rule 18 .4 . for il ''l5r' substitute u 30" .
carried on a show of hands.

12.?" PH0POSITI0N No. 2

12.2.1 . Amend RuIe 2\ .12 , for t'Off icet or National
trOffj-cer', liational Couneillor, committee nember
authorised to act on behalf of the Associationil

12"2.2. Amend RuLe 24.22 after nso that any" forrrOfficer and/or NaLional
Couneillorrr substitute trperson mentioned in RuIe 24. I t' ; after rrLiien

suchtt for ttOf fieer and/or National Councillorrr substitute I'personr'.

12.2.3 " Amend Rule 24 " 4: after 'rinriemnify, the" for 'rOfficers and Nationai
Councillorsn substitute 'tpersons mentioned in RuIe 24.1't; aftet' rrborne

by all the Offleers and National Councillors'r insert t'and any othe:"
persons men+,ioned in Rule 24. 1 whose actions resulted in or
contributed to lhe debt of liabllity arisingrr.

Mr K Watts explalned that lhis would extend the indemnity, which at present
covers only Officers and National- Couneillors, to cover members of committ,ees
and authorised offlciais. Members of certain committees were partlcularl-y at
risk and they needed indemnity. Iulrs J L Watts (Avon) thought it unfair and

unjust to ask a non-Councillor, serving alongside a Councillor, not to expect
the same cover. Mrs E Prean (Isle of Wight) felt thab likely costs shoulci
first be ascertained" The motion was put to the vote. Carried on a shcw of
hands' rrnn+

The proposition ilas

Councillortr subsLit'-iLe
or other offieial CulY



12.3. PR0P0SITION No. 3
12"3 "1 " Amend, Rule 28.1 r

rrduring lhe period

q-

for irin the first or second week in .Iulyrf
24th June Lo llll,Lr July i.nclusivef'

for tt22nd Juner? substilute rr20th Junett,
rrnla f^nnial an a ohnt.r 

^f'h^h.l-
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substi tute

12.3"2. Amend Rule 19.2:
Tha mnii nn r.raa nrrf f n f hav-v^. rrge .Puv
4^ lr rrt1_cL+. rfluru)J"1luN No" r+

12 .4 . 1 . Amend Rule 28 .52 add at end illviotions must be sent to reach lhe

The motion was put, to Lhe vote. Carried on a shovr of hands
12"5. PR0POSiTI0N No. 5
12.5 .1 ., Delete Rul e 28 .9 , '1

12,5.2. Amend Hule 42.5: for'r28.9"1' subslitute'r28.5r'.
The motion was put to the vote. Camied on a show of hands.
12.6. PROPOSITION No. 6

r:addatend'|The11censingperiodforaba11sha11br:
for one year commencing 1st July. By 3Ottr June all affiliated Countir
Associations, Loea1 Leagues, Directly Affillated Ctubs and
Organisations in Good Standing shaIl be provided with a llst of ball s
licensed for lhe year commenclng 1st July.tr

Mr A E Ransome (Chairman E1ect) declared an interest" Mr C Trimmlng (Sloueh)
spoke in favour of the motion, instancing the notification last 0ctober of a
withdrawal of license, long after supplies had been purchased" Mr J Prean
(Chairman) expl-ained the background to negotiations arldr the eircumstanees of
t,hat withdrawal" He urged members to vote against. Mr A Wiekens. (Bucks) said
that hls County strongly supported the principle of the proposition but nob the
way it was being done. Their proposition would achieve the same resul"t anrl
prct'ec+. the players, but wouLd not restrict the ETTA negotiations. Mrs A P
Archdale (Weston Super Mare) seconded the motion and if was put to the vot.e,
Defeated on a show of hands.
12.6A. ALTERNATM PROPOSITION No. 6A
12.64.1. Number exisiing Rule 32.11 as 32.1i.1 and add ner.r rule,s -it32.11.2" For the purposes of Rule 32.11.i a ball in respect of

which a licence is in foree on July 1 sl sI:aII be deemed Lo
remain licensed until June l0th foliouing.

32 1 1' 3 
i:a::"n:ii"il:r*;\,""*ffi -:rT** :ir
0rganisations in Good Standing rrot later than July Bth. t'

Mr A Catchpole (Bucks) spoke in favour of the mot,ion. Mr D Parsons (Wilt.s)
seconded the motion and it was put to the vote. A card vote was called for by
the Chairman and the proposiLion was carried by 361426 votes for', 3,828
agalnst.
12 .7 . PR0POSITION r\o. 7.:
12.7"1. Amend Rrrle 14.6: for il5 in the case of an individuaf or 15 in case

of an organis,ation, whiehtt substituterran amount set by I'labional
Council= " The feer'.

The motion was put .lo the vote. Carried on a show of, hands
12"8. PR0POSITiON No. 8: i,

:fl45.1.1a.Ru1eChangePropositionsmaybesubmi'tteci
only by the National Council or by a County'Assoeiation or by a Local
League" One submitted by the National Council" shall be signed by the
General SecreLary; . one 

-submitt,ed by a County AssociaLion or Local
League shall be signed by its General Secretary and by one of tl:e
following - Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer.rr

The motion was put to b.he vote. Carried on a show of hands
13. MOTIONS REL.ATING TO THE LAWS OF TABLE TENNIS (DOCUI,IENT 2638/l/AW)

(PROPOSED ON BEHALF 0F NATIONAL COUNCIL BY Mn L A CHATWIN, NUnC) .

13.1. MOTION A (to be proposed on behalf of the National Council)
THAT this AGM directs the National Couneil- to exercise its power unrler
RuIe 42 .7 .1 " and authorise any Local League whioh wishes to do so to

. ,allow the use of uncovered raekets in its domestic compeLitions during
the season '1991/92. Carried on a shovr of hands.

/Cont
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13.2. IArlry"_q (to be proposed on behalf of the I'lational Council)
THAT this AGM directs the Nationai Ccunej-1 Lo apply to Open Tournaments.
County Championships, British League, National Team Knock-out
compelitions and any other events covered by the ETTA compuler ranking-
scheme duri;:rg ii:e season 1991/ 92 the following ITTF regulati rn
(4"2.1.i.3):

tire surface of one side of the raeket shall be bright red and t-.he

surface of the other sicie shall be b1ack, t*hether or not both sides
are used for st"riking the baII.

Carried on a shoir of hands.
13.3. MOTiON C (to be proposed on behalf of Lhe National Couneil)

THAT t,his AGM direets the National Council to authorise any County
Association or Loca} League which wishes to do so to adopt for season
1991/92 the r"egulation contained 1n Motion B for its oun competiiions,
bu'i; so that no County Association shall have pouer to dlreet a Locai
League to aclopi it for that leaguefs domestic competif;ions.
Carried on a shor,,' of hands

13.4. l'iOTiDN n- (to be proposed on behalf of the National Council)
THAT tlrls AGM notes t,he ehanges in the Laws of table Lennis as approved
by ihe ETTA to take effect on 1st September 1991 as contained in the
NoLice under. ETTA Ruie (1990/91 ) 42.3 dated 30.5.91 (Document
2b3B/ l/Ai{). Carried on a show of hands.

1I,I . ELECTION CF PNESIDENT
14.1. The rneeiing agr^eed on |he proposal of the Chairrnan on behalf of National

Ccuncil, the election cf Mr J A Leaeh I,IBE as President for a furbher
period of lhr'ee years. Applause,

15, ELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENTS
15.'1 , The meeting ag:"eeci on ihe proposa)- of the Chai:.man on

^-..---. 
1 r- - a----rr- -.. !L !^-< a^- lla^ -a+i -i ^auUUIlr-l:.Ie tQ a ; UI'LneI- ff.iI-ee -yeaf leffU .lOI' Efle i'eLii'i-iig

Mt"s E Carrington Mrs A .lones MBE L J Smit,h
LAChatiainKJMarehant
IHCrickner Pl,larks DNTyler
C Jaques M D Shaffner OBE Mrs N Vint

15,2. The meeling agreed, on the proposal of the Chairman on behalf of'the
National Council, to the election for a term of three years of 1.hr:

r urruwlng au(i.L LJ.OI]aI y .l.ge r rgsJ-oellLs;
M Aiisop, P Dukes, Ir. Eciwarcis, fi H Sinciair anci F lates
Messrs Allsop, Dukes, Sinclair and Yates were present to accept Lheir
badges to applause"

16. AWARDS

16.1" Jvor Montagu Award This was aurarded to Mr Biehard Scruton who was ETTA
Viee Chairnian i.Competi-Lions) and Eeferee for the English Junior' Open"

16.2. Leslie Porest Memorial Award This was awarded to B Wa1ker frcm
Yorkshlre ft[. -

16.3. l"la1col-m Seott 4ygfd_ The PresidenL presenied the award to Mr Peler
Hillier the ETTA Trearur,er.

16,4" Ilqlgr igrr:a A',"'ar"ci This vras awarded to Matthew Syed for his performance
:-n r^,inn:-ng ttle-Czech Open.

16-5- Spe_c14J-_4yqg The President presented the award to John Prean for his
cutstanding se:"rrice as Chairman for. four years.

17, ELECTION OF AUD]TORS
rt was agreed nem con lhat Messrs Spain Bros be re-e1ected.

18" ELECTION 0f O]'iE I.IEI'IEIEH oF' SrANnrNc onDiIRS e0l,f,,IITTEE
The President expressed the Association's thanks for. the work of the
StanCing Orders Committee. It was agreed that, Mr A J H Wiekens, retii.ing
rnember., be re-e1er:ted "19. ANY OTHER CCMPETENT BUSINESS

i9.1. I''{r J }'1 trlrigirt (Life Member) understocd that t,he ret,iring Chai-rman, I,ir J
Prean, was :-ri favour of bi-annual elections for officers instead oi
annuai" Tire meeting agreed thal the ldea had merit and should be
investigated.

The:"e being no furlher business, the President declared the meeting eloserl ai
5 .08 nm.


